
Extremely similar in appearance to the widespread Rufous 
Hummingbird, the Allen’s Hummingbird breeds only along a 
narrow strip of coastal California and southern Oregon.

Allen’s Hummingbird
Selasphorus sasin

Keys to Identifi cation

Adult Description
• Tiny bird, small and compact hummingbird.
• Extensive rusty in most plumages.
• Male with iridescent red throat and shiny green 

back.

Male Description
Gorget (throat) iridescent scarlet. Gorget with elongated 
feathers projecting slightly to the sides. Top of head 
and back dull metallic bronze or bronze-green. Sides 
of face, sides of chest, and fl anks plain cinnamon-
rufous. Tail feathers pointed, and colored orange with 
dark tips. Outermost tail feather very narrow. Wings 
dusky. Chest white. Belly and undertail coverts buffy. 
White spot behind black eye. Legs and feet dusky. 
Occasional individuals have orange in rump.

Year Round
Summer (breeding)
Winter (non-breeding)
Migration

Map by Cornell Lab of Ornithology
Range data by NatureServe 

Legend

Cool Facts

• The Allen’s Hummingbird is remarkably early migrant compared with most North American birds. North-
bound birds may depart on spring migration as early as December and arrive on the summer breeding 
grounds as early as January. Adult males may begin their southward fall migration in mid-May and arrive 
on winter grounds as early as August.

Measurements Both Sexes
• Length - 3.5 inches
• Wingspan - 4.3 inches
• Weight - 0.1 ounces

Female Description
Chin, throat, and chest dull white. Center of throat with variably sized patch of red feathers. Sides and 
fl anks cinnamon-rufous. Back metallic bronze-green, head slightly duller. Wings dusky. Outermost three 
pairs of tail feathers orange at bases, black in the middle, and white on the tips. Middle pair of tail feathers 
bronze-green, dusky at tips, with orange edges to green base. Next pair out with rufous base, then bronze-
green, and black tips. Undertail coverts pale cinnamon.

Immature Desctiption
Immature similar to adult female, but has less spotting on throat and less rufous on fl anks; male more rusty 
in the base of the tail.


